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Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 10th October 2018 at 3.30 p.m.
____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Luie McEntire, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler, 




Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, Mark Casey, Gerard Farrell,





Joe Flaherty,  Gerard Hagan Martin Mulleady, Colm Murray, 



Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross, Mae Sexton 



and Gerry Warnock. 
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive.





Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance.





Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee
IRELAND’S HIDDEN HEARTLANDS.

Paddy Matthews and Mark McGovern from Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands gave a comprehensive presentation to the members regarding the Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands Campaign.  The aim of the new Brand is to explore the green heartlands of Ireland’s natural rural beauty where activity and relaxation are centred around rural communities and their lifestyles, that can be discovered across a lattice work of land and water trails showcased by the iconic River Shannon and the Beara Breifne .
Paddy and Mark gave details on the following and replied to queries raised by the members  -
· Counties involved in the Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands Brand.
· Business Opportunities.

· Destination Life Stage.

· Challenges ahead.

· Current visitation rates.

· Targets for Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands.

· Planning for Success.

· Development Supports.

· Brand & Marketing.

· Digital Approach.

· Campaign Strategy.

· Current Failte Ireland Capital Investment in County Longford.

The immediate priorities are –

· Build brand awareness and visibility of the region.

· Prepare Shannon Masterplan and Beara Breifne Way Masterplan. Identify gaps in visitor experience offer.

· Engage the industry on the use of the brand and establish more effective networking.

· Engage with Center Parcs to maximise the collective marketing effort around the launch.

· Prepare for Meitheal 2019
Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive, thanked Paddy and Mark for their comprehensive presentation and assured the members that there is regular contact between the Council Executive and the Irelands Hidden Heartlands team.
Death of Emma Mhic Mathuna.

A minutes silence was held at the commencement of the meeting in memory of 

Emma Mhic Mathúna.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 12th September 2018, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted

On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, the Minutes of Special  Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 18th September 2018, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted. 

On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, the Minutes of Adjourned Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 18th September 2018, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

The Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, were noted.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS

The Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, were noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.

CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MINUTES.

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on the 11th July 2018, as circulated, were noted.

FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that two Public Liability Claims were received during October 2018.

Statutory Audit Report for the year ended 31st December 2017.

The Local Government Audit Service Statutory Audit Report for the year ended 

31st December 2017, as circulated, was noted.

Overdraft Accommodation of €5.5m for year ending 31st December 2019.

On the proposal of Councillor Mae Sexton seconded by Councillor Gerry Warnock, it was unanimously agreed to approve of overdraft of €5.5m for year ending 31st December 2019.

Meeting Dates.

The following meeting dates were agreed  -

Municipal District Meetings to consider draft Budgetary Plan for 2019-

Granard MD 

– 
8th November 2018.

Longford MD

-
24th October 2018.

Ballymahon MD
-
5th November 2018.

It was also agreed that Committee Meetings be held before each MD meeting to consider

2019–2021 Multi-Annual Restoration Improvement Programme for each MD.

Longford County Council Finance Committee meeting to consider 2019 Budget -  

Monday, 19th November 2018.

Longford County Council Statutory meeting to consider 2019 Budget  -  Monday, 

26th November 2018.

Notices of Motions. 

Fraudulent Insurance Claims

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor G. Warnock  - 

“I call on the Minister for State, Michael Darcy, T.D., to introduce legislation compelling 

Insurance companies to report fraudulent claims to the Gardai.  Any person making a 

fraudulent claim should be prosecuted and fined.”

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Minister Darcy.

Contact Management System

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by Councillor               

“I am calling for the immediate implementation of a Digital Contact Management System (ideally in App Format) to formally deal with Councillors Representations or Queries. The system should include provision to escalate the Representation/Query to Senior Management Level if no response is issued within a defined and reasonable timeline.”

J. McKeon informed the members that the IT Section have set aside a number of Projects contained within their operational plan for the year and prioritised the development and implementation of an application to manage Councillor’s representations. A key member of staff within IT has been assigned and is currently working on the application. The application which will have a large number of users and require business process change in a number of Sections will be developed over the coming months. IT will work to ensure an efficient and successful implementation. We anticipate a pilot of the new application in Qaurter 4 2018 with a full roll-out early 2019.

HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE, ENVIRONMENT & EMERGENCY SERVICES.

Draft Billing Policy for Fire Service Charges - circulated.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Draft Billing Policy for Fire Service Charges, as recommended by the Infrastructure and Environment Strategic Policy Committee.

Draft Section 26 – 5 year Operational Fire Service Plan – circulated.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady  seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Draft Section 26 – 5 year Operational Fire Service Plan, as recommended by the Infrastructure and Environment Strategic Policy Committee.

Minutes of Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee Meeting – circulated.

The adopted minutes of Housing Services Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on Tuesday 1st May 2018 were noted.

Minutes of Infrastructure and Environment Strategic Policy Committee Meeting – circulated.

The adopted Minutes of Infrastructure and Environment Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on the 6th June 2018 were noted.
Recommendations from Infrastructural and Environmental Strategic Policy 
Committee –
That legislation regarding Litter Fines be reviewed.
Councillor M. Carrigy, Chairperson of the Infrastructural and Environmental Strategic Policy Committee, stated that this issue was raised at a recent SPC Meeting in the context of the Draft Litter Management Plan.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Carrigy seconded by Councillor P. Brady it was unanimously agreed that a letter be sent to the Department of Social Protection in relation to having Attachment Orders included on Social Welfare payments for the payment of fines for illegal dumping.
It was also agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government requesting that legislation regarding Litter Fines be reviewed.

That signage regarding dog fouling be erected in all Council owned parks, walkways and  playgrounds,
Agreed by the members.

That funding be sought for the provision of a new Fire Station in Ballymahon. 

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to the Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government requesting that funding be provided for the provision of a new Fire Station in Ballymahon.
Notices of Motions.

Japanese Knotweed.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy  -

“I call on Longford County Council to add sites or holdings which contain Japanese Knotweed, and are not being treated by the property owner in conjunction with Longford County Council, to the Derelict Sites register in County Longford.”

J. Brannigan stated that from a legislation point of view in this country  Japanese knotweed is controlled under Regulation 49(2) of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations, 2011 (S.I. No.477 of 2011), which states that “any person who plants, disperses, allows or causes to disperse, spreads or otherwise causes to grow,” Japanese knotweed shall be guilty of an offence.  This places an onus on a landowner to be responsible to ensure that they are not causing or allowing knotweed to be dispersed or spread.  To our knowledge there is no legal precedent for using the Derelict Sites Legislation in the control of Japanese knotweed.   Longford County Council will continue its work in dealing with Japanese Knotweed
Choiced Based Letting Scheme.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by Councillor  M. Sexton -

“I am calling on Longford County Council Housing Department to expand the usability of the Choice Based Letting Scheme. It is many months now since the very successful pilot was ran and yet the scheme remains dormant. CBL is an efficient and transparent tool to deal with the allocation of Housing Stock and should form a central role in delivering this service in a
consistent and transparent manner in accordance with already adopted policy”

Longford County Council will continue to use Choice Based letting in appropriate areas. A number of units will be selected in 2018 and advertised under the Choice Based Letting Scheme.
Social Housing.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by Councillor  M. Sexton -

“I am calling on Longford County Council Housing Department to give the Elected Members a breakdown of Households Approved for Social Housing Support together with Stock 
available at this point in time. Information should include:

· The Type of Household (Single applicants, Single Parent Families, Two Parent Families, Special Needs)

· The Demand per Municipal District for each Type of Household (which can be determined by first choice on Application)
· A breakdown of housing units available in each Municipal District (including Voids).
This exercise will be useful to the Elected Members in terms of making more informed
decisions pertaining to Housing Policy. 
I have asked on numerous occasions at SPC level for this information to be made available to the Elected Members.”

J. Brannigan stated that the staff in the housing section are developing a template.  However, at this stage the information is not currently formatted into Municipal District areas. A review / upgrade of the housing software used by Local Authorities is also ongoing. The matter will be referred back to the Housing SPC.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor and Councillor G. Warnock seconded that a folder containing the details requested be made available on a quarterly basis at MD meetings.

Anti-Litter Task Force.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Flaherty and seconded by Councillor S. Butler -

“Call on Longford County Council to facilitate the establishment of a county-wide Anti Litter Task Force that will include reps from local Tidy Towns, business and community groups 
with a vested interest in tackling the issue. The Forum will dovetail with the Council's own Environmental team  and through the implementation of county wide best practice and the sharing of idea and resources, enable the forum to set a target  of being the first county in
Ireland to achieve 'litter free' status.”

The Litter Awareness Officer currently engages with all interested organisations and is extremely proactive in his approach in dealing with litter. The Council currently facilitate and support organisations seeking to improve the cleanness of the County. We host events such as the "Networking For Nature" workshop held earlier in the year. Such events promote co-operation across a range of organisations.  Contact will be made with interested parties regarding the establishment of an Anti-Litter task Force which can be facilitated by the Council.
Longford Town – Disability Accessible Town.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor C. Murray   -

“I call on Longford County Council to develop a plan to make Longford a Disability Accessible Town.   I propose that a person representing the views of people with disabilities
would be appointed to the Infrastructure and Environment SPC. Also, that infrastructure be put in place for people with sensory needs”

Councillor Carrigy informed the members that James Cawley, Disability Activist, will address the members at the November meeting of the Council.

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, HUMAN RESOURCES & CORPORATE SERVICES,CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES.

Planning Applications.

The list of Planning Applications received since the September meeting of the Council was noted.
Preparation of Register of Electors.

B. Heslin briefed the members on the preparation and timelines for the Draft Register 2018/2019-
· Closing date for receipt of supplements was 9 October

· Approximately 270 supplements received

· Draft Register of Electors will be on display from 1 November

· Applications for inclusion must be made between 1 and 25 November inclusive with decisions on such applications made by the County Registrar

· Revision Court sittings will be held in December

Barbara asked the Elected Members for their support and that any revisions, additions or deletions should be identified between 1 and 25 November.

Councillor S. Butler stated that he is concerned about the potential for electoral fraud during the 2019 Local Elections and asked that physical checks and door to door checks be carried out by Longford County Council to ensure the accuracy of the Register of Electors.  He asked that Longford County Council make provision in the 2019 Budget for the requested checks to be carried out. Longford Municipal District be prioritised and, if resources didn't allow for a full check, pilot areas be selected.  

Councillor M. Sexton supported Councillor Butler’s call for checks on the Register.  She emphasised that it was the responsibility of the Council to ensure the accuracy of the Register and that such checks were carried out by other Councils.  Councillor Sexton proposed an alternative approach   -  that Longford County Council write to all householders, providing details of those on the Register, asking them to confirm details by a specified deadline and confirming that in the absence of a response they would be struck off the register.

B. Heslin stated that consideration will be given to the proposals made by the members.  An informed assessment will be carried out and the executive will revert to the Corporate Policy Group at their next meeting.  Barbara emphasised that the proposed funding for checks on the Register would be a matter to be decided on by the Elected Members as part of the Budget 2019 deliberations.

Councillor P. Nolan reiterated the need for the appointment of a Town Sergeant whose role could include the checking of the Register of Electors.

Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee - circulated. 

The adopted minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on Monday 28th May 2018 were noted.

NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

Mastertech Business Park

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Sexton and seconded by Councillor P. Ross -

“That Longford County Council takes in charge Mastertech Business Park on the Royal Canal Avenue on Athlone Road”

Councillor Sexton raised a number of issues regarding the  Mastertech Business Park and questioned if the Council should consider taking business and industrial parks in charge in the event of a private developer / management company going out of business. 

Councillor P. Ross, who had raised this issue previously, suggested that in future planning permission should not be given for developments which comprise residential, commercial and industrial without consideration of the possible implications for access roads, utilities, services, etc. 

Barbara stated that Longford County Council does not have a policy of taking in charge industrial estates, retail parks or business parks which have been privately developed.  The implications of such a policy would need to be carefully considered by the relevant Strategic Policy Committee.  Councillor M. Carrigy proposed that the Infrastructural SPC will consider this issue further.
Barbara also told the Elected Members that if unit owners had specific proposals regarding security or safety concerns to address same to the Planning Section of Longford County Council.
Civic Reception – Bishop Richard B. Higgins.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor C. Murray and seconded by Councillor L McEntire   -

"I propose that Longford County Council host a civic reception in honour of Bishop Richard B. Higgins, native of Abbeyderg, Kenagh, Co. Longford to mark the 50th anniversary of his ordination in Rome in March 1968. Bishop Higgins has risen through the ranks of the
Catholic Church in the USA to become Auxiliary Bishop at the Archdiocese of the Military 
Services" 

Date for Reception to be confirmed.

Bursary Scheme.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan -

“That Longford County Council set up a Bursary Scheme to help young sports people in the County further develop their skills and help with college fees etc.”
B. Heslin stated that Longford County Council will develop proposals for a Sports Bursary Scheme, which can be considered as part of the Budget 2019 deliberations.

GENERAL.

New Garda Station for Edgeworthstown.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by Councillor J. Flaherty -

“I call on Longford County Council to write to the Minister for Justice and the Garda 
Commissioner to seek funding for the construction of a new Garda Station in 
Edgeworthstown.”

A letter will be forwarded to the Minister of Justice and the Garda Commissioner.
Miracle Mineral Solution.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed jointly by Councillors Mae Sexton, 
Peggy Nolan, Michael Carrigy, Joe Flaherty & Gerry Warnock –

“We are calling on Longford County Council to write to the Minister for Health, Simon Harris, and the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA) calling on them to vigorously enforce the provisions of the Medicinal Products (Control of Placing on the Market) Regulations 2007, relating to the prohibition of Miracle Mineral Solution (MMS) and other such unregulated medical quackery currently being peddled largely by unscrupulous, financially motivated entities as a cure for autism.
The victims of these quackeries are mainly children who have suffered both physically and psychologically as a result. This is inhumane and in our view severe abuse of vulnerable children. We are requesting that this motion be forwarded to all other Local Authorities to add weight to this issue.”
A letter will be forwarded to Minister for Health, Simon Harris, and the Health Products Regulatory Authority (HPRA).

CORRESPONDENCE – Circulated.

Letter dated 11th September 2018 received from the Office of the Minister for Health regarding CervicalCheck was noted.
Letter dated 17th September 2018 received from the Office of the Minister for Housing regarding the current Tenant Purchase Scheme was noted.
VOTES OF SYMPATHY.
On the proposal of the Cathaoirleach, Councillor Luie McEntire, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to Maura Gilchrist on the untimely death of her husband, Martin.
TRAINING.
Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the

14th November 2018.

Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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